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WESTMINSTER HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

Individual Career and Academic Plan (ICAP) 
All students must create and maintain an Individual Career and Academic Plan (ICAP) that 
describes individual Postsecondary and Workforce goals, course mapping of both core and 
elective classes (See high school Course Catalog for more details) and interests as determined 
with the assistance of an assigned advisor.  
 

Successful Completion of Required Courses 
All students must meet or exceed the Colorado Academic Standards (CAS) or applicable 
standards for the International Baccalaureate (IB), Advanced Placement (AP), Career Technical 
Education (CTE), Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS), etc. by demonstrating competency 
through knowledge, skills and work habits in each of the following content areas:  

1. English Language Arts  
2. Mathematics  
3. Social Studies  
4. Science through  
5. General Electives - selected as part of the Individual Career Academic Plan (ICAP)   

Students reach competency by scoring a 3.0 or higher in all the course standards which can be 
accomplished at any point during a school year. The number of required high school courses 
and course sequences are described in the High School Course Catalog for Hidden Lake and 
Westminster High Schools. Counselors will work individually with each student as part of the 
ICAP process to assure required courses for graduation are completed. 
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Readiness Benchmarks 
Additionally, students must reach competency in one of the approved Readiness Benchmarks 
for English Language Arts and Mathematics as described in the table below. 

Readiness Benchmarks English Language 
Arts Mathematics 

Advanced Placement (AP) exams test students’ 
ability to perform at a college level. Districts choose 
which AP exams will fulfill this menu option. Scores 
range from 1 to 5 (highest). 

2 or higher 2 or higher 

International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma exams 
assess students enrolled in the official IB Diploma 
Programm. Courses are offered only at authorized IB 
World Schools. Scores range from 1 to 7 (highest). 

 
4 or higher 

 
4 or higher 

Collaboratively-developed, standards-based 
performance assessment 

State-wide scoring 
criteria 

State-wide scoring 
criteria 

District Capstone is the culminating exhibition of a 
student’s project or experience that demonstrates 
academic and intellectual learning. Capstone projects 
often include a portfolio of a student’s best work 

Individually 
Determined 

(District Approved) 

Individually 
Determined 

(District Approved) 

Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) is a college entrance 
exam that is accepted or required at nearly all four-
year colleges and universities in the U.S. The current 
SAT includes sections on reading, writing and math. 
The highest possible score for each section is 800. 

470 500 

ACCUPLACER is a computerized test that assesses 
reading, writing, math and computer skills. The 
results of the assessment, in conjunction with a 
student’s academic background, goals and interests, 
are used by academic advisors and counselors to 
place students in a college courses that match their 
skill levels.  

 
Classic (before 
January 2019): 

62 
Next Generation: 

(after January 2019) 
241 on Reading or 236 

on Writing 
 

Classic (before 
January 2019): 

61 
 Next Generation: 

(after January 2019) 
255 on Arithmetic 

(AR) or 230 on 
Quantitative 

Reasoning, Algebra, 
and Statistics (QAS) 
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American College Test (ACT) is a national college 
admissions exam. It measures four subjects – English, 
reading, math and science. The highest possible score 
for each subject is 36. 

18 19 

Concurrent Enrollment (CE) college courses provide 
students the opportunity to enroll in postsecondary 
courses, simultaneously earning high school and 
college credit. School districts and institutions of 
higher education each determine passing grades for 
credit. A passing grade is determined by district and 
higher education policy for concurrent enrollment. 
An eligible concurrent enrollment course is 1) the 
pre-requisite directly prior to a credit-bearing course 
or 2) a credit-bearing course. 

Passing grade per 
district and higher 
education policy 

Passing grade per 
district and higher 
education policy 

Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery 
(ASVAB) is a comprehensive test that helps 
determine students’ eligibility and suitability for 
careers in the military. Students who score at least 31 
are eligible for service (along with other standards 
that include physical condition and personal 
conduct). Students who take the ASVAB are not 
required to enlist in the military 

31 or higher 31 or higher 

Industry Certificate is a credential recognized by 
business and industry. Industry certificates measure a 
student’s competency in an occupation, and they 
validate a knowledge base and skills that show 
mastery in a particular industry 

Individually 
Determined 

(District Approved) 

Individually 
Determined 

(District Approved) 


